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The leading Smartphone makers vie for our attention with the 
apps available for them. In this e-book, I present my favorite apps 
for BlackBerry and BlackBerry PlayBook. If I write about an app you 
already use, let me know what you think about it. Also let me 
know about any features I may be missing.  
 
If you use another Smartphone, do what I do. When I read about a 
great app for another Smartphone, I look to see if there is a 
BlackBerry app that does much the same thing. One of the 
statements often made about BlackBerry is that few apps are 
available compared to the Apple and Android.  
 
BlackBerry has a mere 20,000 apps written for it, while Apple tops 
the list at closer to half a million. But just how many apps do I 
need anyway? The surprise for me has been how many apps I see 
promoted in commercials which I later find are also available for 
the BlackBerry. 
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Apps for the BlackBerry 
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BlackBerry App World 
If you are new to finding and downloading  
apps,  BlackBerry App World is the place to  
go. Look for the App World icon on your  
handheld. If may be hidden in a folder, so  
don't forget to check there.  
 
If you don't see one, use your BlackBerry's  
browser to go here and get it. 
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http://appworld.blackberry.com/
http://uk.blackberry.com/services/appworld/download.jsp


BlackBerry Travel 
 
If you do much travel, and especially if it involves  
flying the friendly skies, BlackBerry Travel is huge. To  
illustrate, I place a call to a hotel to book a stay. That's it...one 
phone call, and then I hang up and do nothing else. In a few 
minutes, I received an e-mail not only from the hotel, but also an 
e-mail from BlackBerry Travel reviewing all of the details (type of 
room, confirmation number, room rate, check-in and checkout 
times, etc,). Most of all, the BlackBerry Travel App went into my 
calendar and entered the hotel stay on each day along with 
creating a name for the trip itself (which I could edit). 
 
A link in the note section of each entry opened all of the details 
about the hotel stay or a birds-eye view of the trip as a whole. I 
could see flight arrangement and rental car arrangement that I had 
either made, or notification that there were none associated with 
that trip. I can make those additional arrangement from inside the 
BlackBerry Travel app. I also saw all of my LinkedIn connections 
who live in the area to which I was traveling. 
 

5 



When a flight has been delayed, BlackBerry Travel notifies me by 
e-mail. When it's time to check-in, I receive a reminder from 
BlackBerry Travel along with a link taking me straight to check-in.  
 
Certainly, I am capable of entering this trip information on my 
calendar myself and making sure I have a hotel room for each day 
between my flight's arrival and departure. I could also sign up for 
an alert from the airline for each flight. But when this app does it 
all for me, life becomes easier. 
 
What makes BlackBerry Travel a "Super App" is the way it 
interacted with my calendar and my LinkedIn account. By the way, 
it's free. 
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BlackBerry Traffic 
 
In short, BlackBerry Traffic is a GPS. It interacts with the  
GPS location on the BlackBerry to determine the starting  
point. It will interact with e-mail to send a pre-formatted  
message announcing your expected arrival time and the address 
to which you are headed to anyone you wish. 
 
The app will search for nearby gas, food, etc. and even telephone 
your selection with one touch. While we have all paid well over 
$100 for a GPS, not to mention charges for updates, BlackBerry 
Traffic is free. Again, the interaction with your email and the 
BlackBerry's GPS location makes this application a "Super App." 
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Poynt 
When you open Poynt, you first see the current  
temperature at your GPS location. The program will  
allow you to find people, businesses, gas, food,  
movies, or events. With movies, for example, you can start by 
searching for movies or for theaters. Either way, you wind up with 
the ability to view trailers, buy tickets, and get directions to your 
location. When you decide when and where you want to go for 
your movie, Poynt will put that information on your calendar. 
 
The "People" section will allow you to input a name, address, or 
phone number. No matter which of the three you choose, you are 
given the other two pieces of information together with how far 
they are from you. Mapping the location is also easily done. 
 
The ability to interact with your GPS location, place information on 
your calendar, and interact with your phone makes this application 
a "Super App." Poynt is free. 
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"Super Apps“ share as one their characteristics the ability to 
interact with native BlackBerry apps, such as your calendar. Here 
are several other examples of Super Apps: 
 
AccuWeather-Get local weather for your GPS location, weather 
anywhere in the world, daily forecasts in your e-mail, and forecast 
for each day on your calendar.  
ScoreMobile-Put a team schedule of your choice in your calendar. 
Get scores and notification of game start times.  
Pageonce-Syncs online banking, bills and travel accounts. In 
general, the program puts all of your personal finances in one 
place.  
eBay-Places reminders on your calendar of when bids of interest 
are closing and receive alerts when another bid has been placed. 
1-800-Flowers Mobile-Allows you to order flowers for special 
occasions, checks your calendar for special occasions and alerts 
you. The app also integrates with your address book. 
Foursquare-Alerts you when friends are nearby and allows you to 
get recommendations on what to order at restaurants. 
Urbanspoon-Suggests a restaurant in your location. You can 
narrow to certain cuisine, price range, or neighborhood. 
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Vlingo 
Controlling the device with voice commands has gained 
A great deal attention, especially with the advent of “Siri” 
on the iPhone.  Vlingo is operated by pressing and holding 
A convenience key while you speak.  
 
My favorite use of the app is leaving a “note to self.” I speak into 
Vlingo something I want to be reminded of, and Vlingo converts 
my speech into text I will receive in an e-mail. That is only the 
beginning. I can compose and send e-mail by voice, as well as 
update Twitter and Facebook.  
 
When I say the word “call” followed by the name of someone in 
my contacts, Vlingo places the call. Saying “pizza” causes Vlingo to 
check my GPS location and return a list of pizza parlors in my area. 
 
While driving, I can turn on a feature which will cause Vlingo to 
read aloud new e-mail messages as they arrive. 
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QR Scanner Pro 
 
Everyone needs a good QR code reader, and I have  
found "QR Scanner Pro" is quick and easy. Open the  
app, point, and click "Scan QR Code." When the  
software has recognized the code, it vibrates and shows your 
results.  
 
That's it! On your BlackBerry, go to BlackBerry App World and 
search for "QR Scanner Pro." It is a free download currently with 
an average rating of 4 1/2 stars. 
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Email++  
I have been extremely happy with "Email++."  
It does not replace the native BlackBerry email  
app, but adds additional functionality. The email  
experience on any handheld pales in comparison  
to working on your desktop with Outlook, but this  
app does help to close the gap. 
 
Turn Emails into Tasks, Appointments, or Memos  
Those who have heard me talk about getting information from 
email messages into your Outlook task list or calendar through 
"drag and drop" know what a valuable tool this is. Email++ has 
that same capability.  
 
When are You Available? 
Think of how many times someone emails trying to set a date and 
time for a meeting or appointment with you and wants to know 
when you are free. Supplying this information, particularly if you 
are working from your phone, can be a real research project.  
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You wind up scrolling through your calendar, jotting down 
available blocks of time on paper, and then going back to the email 
to transfer what you had written on the paper. 
 
With Email++ , while reading the email which asks about your 
availability, you simply scroll to the top of the message, click a icon 
on the upper right corner, and choose "Availability." Choose a date 
(it defaults to the current day) and select whether you are 
interested in the availability for that day or that week. Your results 
display on the screen along with a button to click which copies 
those results. Now, click to reply to the email and paste the results 
into the body of the message. 
 
The programs setting allow you to define when your "work time" 
is, so that the program doesn't say you are available at 2:00 A.M. 
or on Saturday morning. You get to choose the earliest and latest 
times you allow for availability and the days of the week on which 
you work. That setting only needs to happen one time. Email++ 
takes it from there. 
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Where Am I? 
The same icon which let you choose you availability will also let 
you find your location. Clicking the "My Location" button provides 
an option for your results to be your GPS location (if you are 
outdoors) or the location of the nearest tower. With one button, 
you can copy those results as well as paste them into an email 
message.  
 
Auto-Preview 
As email comes rolling in, you see an auto-preview, just like you 
see on Outlook. This feature is handy for those times you are 
expecting a particularly important email. Just as with Outlook, you 
can turn off this feature if you wish. 
 
How Much Is It and Where Do I Get It? 
At $4.99 (or $2.99 if you catch it on sale) this app is a steal. You can 
even try it for free. Read more here. You can download it here at 
BlackBerry App World. 
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http://www.blackberrycool.com/2011/11/21/enhance-your-email-productivity-with-email-for-blackberry-free-trial/
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/58884/


Dropbox 
If you are not familiar with Dropbox, I highly recommend 
this free service. Dropbox allows you free storage on  
their server which you can access from anywhere. 
 
One of the capabilities you have is that anything stored in Dropbox 
can be accessed from your Smartphone. All you have to do, once 
you have a Dropbox account, is download the app on your 
Smartphone.  
 
While you are at it, I invite you to  
download an e-book I wrote on  
how I use Dropbox. The e-book is  
free. Click on the picture of the  
cover to download your copy. 
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http://frankbuck.org/Files/Get_Organized_With_Dropbox.pdf


Shazam 
How many times have you listened to a song and just  
couldn't think of the name of it? What if you could  
hold your Smartphone up to the radio and have the  
title and album from which it came displayed on your device a few 
seconds later? That's exactly what Shazam Encore does. 
 
On your BlackBerry, go to BlackBerry App World and search for 
"Shazam Encore." Normally, this app costs $5.99, but it is one of 
the apps being offered for free as a result of the BlackBerry outage 
back in October. The complimentary status runs, from what I 
understand, through December. 
 
In addition to identifying the song, Shazam Encore will allow you 
to buy a track, read reviews, search for songs, and watch YouTube 
results for your search.   
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Apps for the  
BlackBerry PlayBook 
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Air Browser 
The PlayBook does not allow for a good file structure. Air Browser 
lets you to cut, copy, and paste files. You can create, rename, and 
delete files and folders. On your PlayBook, go to BlackBerry App 
World and search for "Air Browser." It is a free download currently 
with an average rating of 4 stars. 
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Bluebox 
For BlackBerry PlayBook owners, there is not a  
Dropbox app, although hopefully that will come.  
Until then, there is a great free app called  
"BlueBox." BlueBox will allow you to download files  
from Dropbox to your PlayBook. It will also allow to upload files 
from the PlayBook to Dropbox. The missing element is the ability 
to sync with Dropbox. 
 
I use BlueBox as the way to get files from my PlayBook to my 
computer. If I take a picture on my PlayBook, all I have to do is 
upload that picture with BlueBox. In a few seconds, it is available 
in the Dropbox folder on my computer. 
 
While having Dropbox on my BlackBerry is a great convenience, 
the real productivity boost comes from BlueBox on my PlayBook. It 
is an essential piece in allowing the PlayBook to become a laptop 
substitute.  
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Steady-Tick Metronome 
On your PlayBook, go to BlackBerry App World  
and search for "Steady-Tick Metronome." The  
cost for this app is 99 cents. The image on the  
screen looks just like the old-fashioned  
metronome from my childhood. 
 
On your BlackBerry, go to App World and search  
for "Classic Metronome." This app is also 99 cents  
and presents the same old-fashioned look. This version gives you 
several options, including the normal metronome click, the sounds 
of a cowbell, the sound of clapping, or no sound at all. In the no-
sound mode, you see the pendulum action of the metronome 
along with the BlackBerry displaying a flashing red light on each 
beat. The app will even emit an A-440 pitch for purposes of tuning. 
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Instrument Tuner 
On your PlayBook, go to  
BlackBerry App World and  
search for "Instrument Tuner.“ 
 
As you play your instrument  
or sing, the app will display  
the name of the note you are  
playing and give you a reading on whether the pitch is in tune, 
sharp, or flat (and to what degree). This app is free, which sure 
beats the $100+ I paid in the early 80's for a stand-alone tool that 
did the same thing. 
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Piano 
What would you think about having  
a miniature piano keyboard in your  
pocket, and for free? On your  
Playbook, go to BlackBerry App  
World and search for "Piano." You  
will find several. This one is free, is  
currently rated at 4 1/2 stars, and has a range  
of two full octaves.  
 
You can play single notes or chords, and the sound is remarkably 
good. For a child, this app would prove a great introduction to the 
piano keyboard.  
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Wet Paint 
"Wet Paint" is a drawing program for the PlayBook.  
Tap the pencil or paint brush icons and write on  
the screen with your finger. Tapping the eraser icon  
allows you to erase any portion of your creation  
with your finger. Think of it as a miniature  
chalkboard. Swipe from the top bezel and you see options to play 
a game of tic-tac-toe or dots! 
 
On your PlayBook, search BlackBerry App World for "Wet Paint." 
The app currently has an average rating of 4 1/2 stars. The price is 
free.  
 

23 



ScoreMobile 
Nothing beats being able to tap this icon and see up-to- 
the-minute college football scores. Tap on a game and  
see a wide variety of stats right down to how much  
time is left in the game, who has the ball, and on what yard line. 
But you can get more than NCAA football. Choose from NFL, CFL, 
NBA, PGA, NHL, NASCAR, and more.  
 
Go to BlackBerry App World on your PlayBook and search for 
"ScoreMobile." It's a free download with an average review of 4 
1/2 stars. 
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Chess Clock Mobile 
This app is a free download and is currently rated at 5  
stars. If you play chess, you can expect to pay $20 to  
$40 for a chess clock. Being able to get one for free  
and always with you on your PlayBook is a neat  
addition. 
 
If you are not familiar with a chess clock, the idea is in tournament 
chess, each player has a specified time in which to complete a 
certain number of moves. When one player makes a move, his 
timer stops and his opponent's timer starts. A chess clock, 
therefore, is a pair of clocks where at any one time, one clock is 
ticking towards zero while the other clock is paused. If you have a 
need for this type of dual timer, even if it's not for chess, this app 
is for you. 
 
Go to BlackBerry App World on your PlayBook and search for 
"Chess Clock Mobile." 
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Cheat Sheet...Your Math Refresher 
On your PlayBook, go to BlackBerry App World and  
search for "Cheat Sheet." It's a free download,  
currently with a 4 1/2 star average review.   
 
You are presented with a menu of four options: Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry, and Calculus. Tap on a menu and one of 
the sub-menus to reveal a sheet of formulas. They even look like 
they are written on notebook paper. The app makes no attempt to 
teach you the concepts. You simply get a refresher on the formulas 
you learned in the course. 
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Student Notes 
On your PlayBook, go to BlackBerry App World and  
search for "Student Notes." It's also a free download,  
currently with a 4 1/2 star average review. Choose a  
subject from a wide array of courses. Whether you  
are interested in French, Physics, Biology, or a dozen others, this 
app is equal to the test. The information you are probably 
searching for is right at your fingertips. Grab it today!  
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News360 
With News360 loaded on your PlayBook, you do  
not have to consult the television, radio, or  
newspaper to stay on top of the latest.  Down the  
left-hand side of the screen, you see categories  
(top stories, latest news, elections, tech, sports,  
business, world, etc.) You can also see local news and even define 
your own categories. 
 
When you select a category, the remainder of the screen displays a 
list of stories. The layout is attractive with a nice picture and title 
of the story that is a hot link to the story. Each story is 
summarized, yet you also have the option to read complete 
versions from a variety of sources. 
 
News360 is the one-stop shop for the news of the day. It is a free 
download from BlackBerry App World. 
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iSpeech Translator 
With this app, you can speak or key words or  
phrases and hear them translated into a foreign  
language. You also see the written translation.  
 
iSpeech Translator is free from BlackBerry App World.  
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If you have thoughts, please stop by my blog and share those with 
me. The address is http://FrankBuck.blogspot.com. 
 
You can also find me at: 
 

http://FrankBuck.org 
http://Twitter.com/DrFrankBuck 
http://Facebook.com/DrFrankBuck 
http://YouTube/DrFrankBuck  

 
 
 
 
    —Frank Buck 
 
Copyright © 2012 by Frank Buck Consulting, Inc.. All rights reserved. No portion of 
this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any 
form by any means—except for brief quotations in published reviews—without the 
prior written permission of the author. 
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